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Welcome and Congratulations! 
Your permit is available to download. 
 
A long trip on the Pacific Crest Trail is a huge endeavor. Please go to your permit 
management area to download your long-distance permit! You are one step closer to 
your journey and now part of the PCT legacy. We hope your time on the trail is 
everything you hope it will be and more.  
 
The Pacific Crest Trail Association partners with the U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, National Park Service, as well as other state agencies to preserve, protect 
and promote the trail. PCTA’s heritage traces back to the initial creation of the trail and 
the National Trails System Act, and to this day we help make the trail a remarkable 
experience. The trail and your trip are possible because of the unflagging dedication of 
PCTA members, donors, volunteers and staff. If you are already a PCTA member, donor 
or volunteer, thank you so much for your support and contributions!  If you are not a 
member or donor, please consider deepening your connection to the trail by becoming a 
supporter and contributing to PCTA’s ongoing work of maintaining and protecting the 
trail for future generations to enjoy.   
 
On your journey you’ll pass the work of thousands of PCTA volunteers; visit our 
volunteer page for more information.  Each year we maintain or reconstruct much of the 
trail. If you see a PCTA volunteer trail maintenance crew, please say thank you! Behind 
the scenes, PCTA staff in our Sacramento headquarters and five regional offices 
organizes and oversees this effort. We also respond to countless projects and 
development proposals that threaten the PCT and trail experience, from vegetation 
management operations to energy and development projects. Did you know that many 
miles of the trail remain on private land? Through our land protection program, we are 
working to permanently secure a wild PCT. 
 
Your Permit 
Your permit is valid for overnight use along the Pacific Crest Trail.  When you’re ready, 
download it from our permit management area. Alternate routes may be allowed if 
there are no local restrictions in place. If you travel or camp off the PCT corridor, you 
may need to obtain additional permits. Local rules still apply to holders of this permit 
and there are special areas that require extra permits. You’ll find the details on our 
permit page. Additional fees (e.g. campgrounds, park entrances) may be levied by other 
agencies and you’ll have to pay them directly. This permit is valid for a single trip during 
the dates specified.  
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You are allowed short periods away from the trail for resupply, to wait for mail and other 
tasks. PCT long-distance permit holders must travel the John Muir Trail overlap section 
between Crabtree Meadows near Mount Whitney and Tuolumne Meadows in 30 days.  
 
You may travel off the PCT corridor to trailheads within 15 miles the PCT for reasons of 
resupply or to reach or depart the trail. This travel must be done on the most direct trail 
between the PCT and the trailhead. Please do this travel in a day, as camping off the 
PCT is not allowed by the permit.   
 
Trail Conditions and Closures 
Wildfire is an inevitable and natural part of our environment. Sections of the trail can, 
and do, close. We understand that it’s difficult to interrupt your quest and miss sections. 
It is illegal, dangerous, and expensive when people ignore fire closures. Your safety and 
compliance with fire closures is more important than the “purity” of a hike. The PCT is 
affected by wildfire every year. Please anticipate the need to skip sections because of 
closures.  
 
When our agency partners close a section of trail, we will work with them to identify and 
sign the closure and potential alternate routes. Stay informed while on the trail. Our 
website is updated with official information about closures and reroutes. Before you 
begin, we strongly recommended that you research your trip as much as possible. 
 
Entering Canada via the PCT 
If you plan to enter Canada, you must obtain a Canada PCT Entry Permit. Please visit 
our website for details about crossing the international border. It’s a good idea to make 
a copy of your permits in case you lose the originals. Carry your signed permits with you 
on the trail.   
 
Leave No Trace  
Please be sure to thoroughly read over PCTA’s Leave No Trace information and the 
2018 Permit Education document that you’ll find in your permit management area. 
Commit now to travel along the trail in a manner that minimizes your impacts to the 
surrounding landscape and other trail users.  It is ultimately all our responsibility to take 
the time and make the effort to protect the PCT so it continues to provide scenic, wild 
and unimpacted experiences for other trail users for generations to come.   
 
Have Fun and Happy Trails!  
When you have completed the entire PCT (either in one season or as a series of trips) 
be sure to let us know! We also love to hear about your PCT projects. We regularly 
feature quality movies, projects and stories in our magazine, blog and e-newsletters and 
on our Facebook page. 
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Now that the details are out of the way, I’d like to wish you a wonderful time on the trail! 
Traveling the Pacific Crest Trail is truly one of the best experiences on earth. Have a 
remarkable season on the crest. Please consider supporting the trail by donating and 
volunteering. The Pacific Crest Trail exists because people like you have translated their 
passion into action. 
 
Have a great trip and be careful out there. Don’t forget to send us a photo or two!  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jack Haskel 
Trail Information Manager, Pacific Crest Trail Association 
916-285-1846 
1331 Garden Highway 
Sacramento, CA 95833 
 
 
 

 


